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FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

 

9 September 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope you enjoyed a relaxing summer holiday with your children.  We have enjoyed a positive start 

to the new academic year and it has been delightful to see so many smiling faces of children (and 

teachers) keen and eager to be back at School.   In view of the length of this letter, I have broken it 

into sections and have to apologise for its length but as always, there is such an amount of 

information to pass on to you.  Please read through to the end! 

 

Before term activities 

‘SportStEdward’s’ was in full swing before term started with pre-season training in Hockey and 

Rugby for pupils in Years 8 to 13.  A great start to the season and we wish all of our teams success 

in their many fixtures this term.   Our re-arranged CCF Summer Camp was also very successful and 

the staff and cadets returned on Sunday evening weary and foot sore, but having had a great 

experience.  We are delighted that three members of staff, Mr Jan Pakula, Mr Tim Hamilton and 

Mrs Helen Fielding also attended and will continue to support the CCF in the future. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Our first assembly of the year provided an excellent opportunity to reflect on the success of Team 

GB at the Rio Olympics and consider what it takes to be successful – hard work and commitment, 

learning from our mistakes as well as perseverance and resilience!  We can apply these qualities to 

any aspect of life and they are particularly relevant to achieving the important academic excellence 

we are seeking, as well as being successful in all aspects of school life during the academic year.  

We do not want pupils to limit themselves by not believing in their potential, and they need to adopt 

a ‘can do’ mindset and be prepared to put in the effort to reach their personal best. So ‘Believe, 

Strive, Achieve’ remains our mantra! 

 

Senior Prefects 

I also had the pleasure of introducing the Head Boy, Chris Uren and Head Girl, Emma Pascoe-

Watson who will lead the our new team of Year 13 Prefects.  Each Form in Years 7 to 11 will have 

their own prefect who will visit the Form on a weekly basis and get to know the pupils individually.  

Details of the whole Prefect team can be found on the dashboard and in the Parent Portal.  We 

congratulate each of them on their appointments and look forward to their contributions over the 

year.   

 

New Pupils 

Year 7 have made a good first impression and it has been lovely watching the older pupils help the 

new pupils find their way around the school site.  Year 12, similarly have made a positive start to 

the Sixth Form and it is a pleasure to welcome them back along with our new students who have 

joined us.  The boys look really smart in their business suits and the girls very grown up in their 

long skirts and wool jackets; we are very proud of them!   
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This year we have a number of new pupils who have joined in Years 8 to 11 and seem to be settling 

well and adjusting to our school routines.  We wish them every success and happiness with us.  

Over the next week or so, parents of new pupils should receive a communication with feedback 

from the Pastoral staff about how your child appears to be settling.  Of course, if you do have any 

queries at any time, please do not hesitate to contact the Form Tutor in the first instance and they 

will answer your questions or arrange for someone else to make contact with you if necessary. 

 

Music and Drama 

Mr Strachan, Director of Drama is preparing to announce the whole School Production which will 

be performed in January; I would love to disclose the title but have been sworn to secrecy for now.  

However, I would encourage as many pupils as possible to audition to get involved in some 

capacity, even if they have only been in the School for a few weeks.  They will be made very 

welcome and it is a fantastic way to integrate into the whole school community; no previous 

experience is necessary!   

 

Similarly, Mrs Pope, Director of Music is planning rehearsals for the Youth Scratch Messiah which 

will be performed in the Royal Albert Hall in November.  This is another brilliant opportunity for 

pupils to sing in such a prestigious venue and you do not need to be an experienced singer, just 

enthusiastic and willing to practice.   

 

Parents’ Coffee Mornings 

Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the Coffee Morning this week.  The Parents’ 

Coffee Mornings always take place on the first Friday of each month during term time in the 

Careers Centre, Café 6 between 8.15am and 9.15am.  They provide an opportunity to meet other 

parents as well as members of staff and members of the Senior Management Team.  Please do come 

along if you are available.  We are also going to hold an additional Coffee Morning on Friday 30 

September especially for Macmillan Cancer Trust.  There will then be the usual Coffee Morning on 

the following Friday7 October.   

 

Saving Trees! 

Our intention this year is to become more ‘green’ and reduce the amount of paper used.  Therefore 

we will send more of our communications out electronically via email as well as through the Parent 

Portal.  The Parent Portal will contain information specific to your child along with copies of any 

relevant letters which have been sent out.  You will be able to access your child’s attendance 

register and their assessments and reports as well.  Our aim is to gradually extend the range of 

information available to parents on the Portal.  We hope you find it helpful and would welcome any 

comments for how we might be able to make it even better.  If you have not already registered to 

use the Portal, you can access it via the website and then you will be asked for the email address 

which you have provided to us for data collection.  If the email matches the one we have on record, 

you will be sent an activation link and you can then set up a password. 

Similarly, the School Calendar will also only be available electronically and can be accessed 

through the website and through the St Edward’s App which can be downloaded onto tablets and 

smartphones for free.  The App is available through the App Store.   
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E-Safety 

Over the next few days your child will be given a form to sign to say they agree to adhere to the 

school’s Acceptable User Policy for the school network and internet access.  This is part of our e-

safety policy and this requires students to sign this agreement on an annual basis; parents are also 

asked to countersign this form.  Therefore it would be helpful if you could ask your child for the 

form so that it can be signed and returned to School as efficiently as possible.  Any delay in 

returning this form could result in your child being denied access to the school network.   

On the matter of e-safety, every child has a school email address which they must use if they are 

communicating with a member of staff at any time.  Electronic communication with members of 

staff should only be on school-related matters.   Teachers will only respond to a student’s school 

email address and not to a child’s own personal email address.   

 

Academic Calendar 

The Academic Calendar outlines all of the dates for the Information Evenings when we give an 

overview of the academic year relevant for your child and the Parents’ Consultation Evenings 

where you have the opportunity to meet subject teachers.  The Academic Calendar also provides 

information as to when assessments and reports are due.  A copy of this has been sent and is also on 

the Parent Portal. 

 

Open Day – Saturday 24 September 

As you will see from the Autumn Term Calendar, we have an Open Day on Saturday 24 September.  

Thank you in advance for encouraging your child to support our Open Day.  Our students are 

always excellent ambassadors of our School and our visitors always comment very warmly on how 

impressed they are with the youngsters they meet either as tour guides or within departmental areas.  

As ‘word of mouth’ is one of the most effective marketing tools, I would be really appreciative if 

you were able to help promote the School by telling as many of your friends and colleagues as 

possible about the School and encourage them to come along to visit either on Open Day or at any 

other time.  We would be delighted to welcome them. 

 

Public Examination Results August 2016 

Whilst we are very much looking forward to the forthcoming academic year, I thought it 

appropriate to let parents know how our Public Examination pupils performed in in their A Levels 

and GCSEs.  Once again, there were some outstanding performances from students of all abilities 

and we are very proud of their individual successes.  Most notably, Jonathan Dowie and Jolyon 

Shah achieved three A*s in their A levels and Colette Gardner secured all A* and A grades at A 

Level.  Jolyon secured his place at Keble College, Oxford to study Computer Science.  We are also 

pleased that given a broad academic profile within the cohort, 60% of candidates achieved an A* or 

A grade in one or more of their subjects and 30% achieved two or more A*/A grades amongst their 

A Level subjects.  All those who applied for Higher Education secured their first choice, insurance 

choice or a place through clearing.   

Not all of the Year 12 students took AS examinations this year as the qualification is in the process 

of changing but we were pleased with the results of those who did sit external examinations and 

hope they continue to build on the progress made this year.  Clearly, there is no room for 
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complacency and our current Year 13 pupils need to be ready from the outset for what will be a 

very demanding year.   

The Year 11 cohort had a broad spread of ability and almost two thirds of the cohort gained 9 or 

more A* to C passes; many at the higher grades. Ten students achieved 8 or more A*/A grades and 

over a third of the cohort achieved over 5 A*/A grades among their subjects.  Ross Chatburn and 

Max Keene achieved 11 A*/A grade passes and George Hanks achieved an impressive 12 A*/A 

grades; a fantastic achievement.  George, along with David Chen and Elena Nichol, achieved A*s 

with distinction in their Additional Mathematics GCSEs.   

We are proud of our students and it is always a pleasure to see what can be accomplished with hard 

work and determination.  Their teachers deserve to be commended as they were hugely supportive 

of students and encouraged them to believe that success is attainable with the right attitude and 

work ethic.  Our close monitoring of students’ progress and early intervention strategies certainly 

were beneficial in helping students achieve.   I am grateful to the staff for their continued hard work 

and dedication.   

 

Leaving Staff at the end of the Autumn Term 

At the end of this term we will be saying farewell to Mr Ruck as he moves to a new post at Bristol 

Grammar School.  We will therefore be advertising for his replacement during the next few weeks.  

However, Mr Ruck will still be here to deal with the applications made by our current Year 13 for 

Higher Education as the deadlines for their applications are within this term.  He will also continue 

to provide Careers Education Information and Guidance to pupils as usual this term.  We will also 

be advertising for a part-time teacher of Mathematics to cover his subject teaching. 

Once we have appointed suitable replacements for Mr Ruck, I will of course write to inform you.  

We will find a suitable opportunity at the end of term to formally thank him for his commitment to 

St Edward’s.  

 

New website 

We have a new website which was launched during the holiday, it is much more user-friendly and 

looks so much more up to date.  If you haven’t already done so, please do take a look and if you 

have any feedback please forward it to us.   

 

Trustees 

There have been some changes within the Trustees of St Edward’s School.  Mr Peter Goatley has 

completed his term of office as Chair of Trustees and has been replaced by Dr Sue Honeywill; Mr 

Goatley will remain as a Trustee.  Mr Andrew Newland is now Deputy Chair.  New trustees have 

joined the board.  Mrs Gill Greenwell, Mr Ray McGrath, Mr Chris Pearson and Dr Sarah Welsh.  

They bring with them a great deal of expertise in the fields of Education, Law, HR and Marketing.   
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Looking ahead 

We want all of our students to be ambitious for academic excellence and there is no excuse for not 

trying hard to be the very best we can be.  Cohorts differ in their particular strengths, but we will 

continue to be pushing the bar even higher from an academic perspective, in particular! I look 

forward to working in partnership with you and the staff to get the best out of your children and to 

help them grow and develop and so flourish during this academic year. 

 

Thank you for reading through to the end; I promise my half term letter will be shorter, or at least 

that is my intention! 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

Pat Clayfield.  
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