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Scholarships at St Edward’s Senior & Sixth Form
Our Scholarship Programme aims to:

• provide opportunities for able, gifted and talented pupils to develop  
 their gifts and talents in a range of areas.

• encourage the take up of GCSEs and A Levels in Art, Drama, Music  
 and Sports Science.

• provide a challenging Scholarship Programme for Scholars to enhance  
 their progress.

• provide opportunities for Scholars to contribute to School life and the  
 development of others.

Being a Scholar

St Edward’s wishes to attract able, gifted and talented pupils through the 
provision of Scholarships, for the mutual benefit of the individual pupil and 
the School community. We are keen to make being a ‘Scholar’ meaningful, 
and therefore, the award of a Scholarship will mean that expectations will 
be placed upon Scholars to engage fully in activities linked to their area of 
talent in order to continue to develop their strengths. We also will expect 
contributions to the development of fellow Scholars who may be younger 
and to other pupils within the School. In that way, earning a Scholarship 
will carry more than just the financial benefits; it will truly see the talent of 
Scholars flourish. Scholarships are awarded purely on merit and include 
no financial assessment.
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Scholarship Further Information

Academic Page 5

Art Page 6

Drama Page 8

Music Page 10

Sport Page 12

Types of Scholarship Available

• Key Stage 3 (Year 7) entry Scholarships are retained for the duration  
 of Years 7-11* and are worth remission in fees of £2500 per annum.
 *Students in receipt of a Scholarship will usually be expected to take  
 the subject at GCSE Level in order to retain the Award for Years 10 & 11. 

• Sixth Form Scholarships are retained for the duration of Years 12 to 13  
 and are worth remission in fees of £3500 per annum. Candidates  
 awarded a Sixth Form Scholarship in Art, Drama, Music and Sport  
 will be expected to take the subject at A Level.

For further details, please refer to our Scholarships Policy. You can  
request a copy of the policy from reception@stedwards.co.uk

The Following Scholarships are offered at Key Stage 3 (Year 7) entry and 
Sixth Form entry:
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Academic Scholarships are awarded to the most able students. Scholars 
are encouraged to attend academic clubs such as STEM, Greek, Public 
Speaking, Debating and Puzzle Club. Through the School’s Scholarship 
Programme, they will participate in a half-termly programme of events 
to enrich their education. They will also be encouraged to enter national 
competitions, such as the Maths Challenge and Essay Competitions. 
Stretch and challenge will be a feature of all lessons and Scholars will be 
expected to read widely to extend their knowledge. Scholars can research 
an area of particular interest and present to peers, the Headmaster,  
Senior Staff and parents via our Stride Darnley Society.

End of Year prizes acknowledge academic achievement and we have high 
expectations of our Scholars. There is a dedicated Oxbridge and Higher  
Education advisor who provides individual support and preparation for 
each applicant. We have a high level of success with students moving  
on to Oxbridge and top ranking Russell Group universities.

Academic Scholars are expected to:

Academic Scholarships

• actively participate in the  
Scholarship Programme  
and academic extra-curricular 
clubs, some of which are  
specifically tailored for the most 
able (e.g. Greek, STEM Club).

• read widely and beyond the 
curriculum specification where 
appropriate. In many subjects, 
there are extra reading lists 
provided (e.g. History).

• maintain a high level of academic 
effort and performance.

• enter relevant House  
Competitions (e.g. Spelling  
Bee and Poetry Slam).

• be a positive role model for all 
other students.

• assist in/lead academic clubs, 
mentor younger students and 
act as Department Prefects 
(Sixth Form Scholars only).

Assessment Requirements
• An interview with the  

Headmaster or the  
Academic Deputy Head.

• The completion of  
written entrance 
examination papers in 
English & Mathematics.
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Art at St Edward’s is of an exceptionally high standard, with many A Level 
pupils achieving A* in their final year. Head of Art, Rachel Haywood, brings 
to the Department her expert knowledge and passion for the subject.  
Pupils will explore different media and styles of creativity.

Each year, the Art Department creates an extraordinary and inventive  
display in one of the Art classrooms that is used to ignite the imagination 
for the year ahead. The formal elements of drawing are taught rigorously 
and underpin the success of the Department; tactics employed are exciting 
and challenging and bring fresh impetus to this particular discipline.

Art Scholarships
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• maintain a genuine interest in 
Art and artists by visiting local 
galleries and using the School’s 
Library to support their studies.

• attend Art Club initially as 
a member. In the older year 
groups Art Scholars are  
expected to assist in actively  
supporting Art disciplines,  
encouraging and inspiring 
confidence throughout the 
lower years.

• take GCSE and A Level Art  
(Art Scholars joining in the Sixth 
Form must take A Level Art).

• ensure work is completed to 
an exemplary standard and to 
participate in exhibitions and 
events as requested.

• lead by example and set  
standards that encourage  
students to achieve their 
optimum performance.

• promote the ethos of St  
Edward’s and the philosophy  
of the Art Department both in 
and out of School.

• accompany the Head of Art  
on visits to schools whenever 
possible and to conduct tours 
when required with pupils  
who are considering the Art  
Scholarship or attending the 
School to specialise in any of 
the Art disciplines (Fine Art, 
Photography or Textiles).

Art Scholars are expected to:

Assessment Requirements

• Interview with the  
Headmaster and the  
Head of Art.

• Portfolio Presentation.
• Technical Drawing  

Assessment.
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Drama is a flourishing and popular subject area. The number of pupils 
taking examination courses in Drama is high, and production work,  
whether directly related to the teaching programme or not, is a vital part 
of the life of the School. The Department has built an enviable reputation 
for the quality of their productions.

The Drama Studios are an outstanding and purpose-built resource which 
house all formal curriculum work, as well as providing a flexible and  
dynamic performance space. There is a vibrant programme of theatre 
visits, exploring the work of some of the finest and most innovative theatre 
companies working today. The Department is seeking imaginative and 
gifted Drama Scholars who can make a major contribution to the School 
and will strive to make the most of the range of opportunities on offer.

Drama Scholarships
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Drama Scholars are expected to:
• attend the Drama Scholars’ 

Forum to advise the Director  
of Drama.

• be involved in all school  
productions.

• contribute to assemblies and 
other events as requested.

• progress to GCSE Drama and A 
Level Drama & Theatre Studies.

• be ambassadors for the Drama 
Department.

Drama Scholars may choose:
• in Key Stage 3, to take part in 

Senior School productions.
• to take Speech and Drama 

classes, leading to LAMDA  
examinations.

• to take responsibility for the 
management of props and 
costume.

• to join the St Edward’s Stage 
Crew.

• in Sixth Form, to be an  
Assistant Director for School 
productions.

• in Sixth Form, to initiate and  
run Drama Clubs.

Assessment Requirements

• Interview with the  
Headmaster and the 
Director of Drama.

• Prepared performance 
of two solo practical 
pieces (different  
requirements for  
different ages).

• Discussion of past work.
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Music is at the heart of school life at St Edward’s and plays a key role  
both socially and academically. We aim to stimulate pupils’ curiosity,  
confidence, interest and enjoyment in all aspects of Music. The Director  
of Music is supported by a wide range of full-time and peripatetic teachers 
who provide music lessons each week. 

There are a large number of musical ensembles in which pupils can  
participate, most of which rehearse regularly during the school week. 
There are numerous performing opportunities throughout the year from 
assemblies and Informal Concerts, to much larger scale events such as 
our annual Spring Concert held at The Pittville Pump Room and our Carol 
Service held at Tewkesbury Abbey.

There is a strong tradition of pupils going on to study Music at top  
universities and conservatoires. Scholars are encouraged to join the  
National Youth Orchestra, National Youth Choirs and other courses  
during the school holidays.

Music Scholarships
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• act as an ambassador for the 
School at all times.

• act as a role model for their 
peers and for younger pupils.

• demonstrate a desire to  
improve as a musician  
through consistent and  
significant practice.

• be a presence in the Music  
Department, setting an  
example to others by displaying 
enthusiasm and commitment.

• be part of all appropriate  
ensembles.

• sing in at least one of the 
School’s Choirs.

• attend Music Theory classes 
until Grade 5 theory is attained.

• participate in the Composition 
Workshop in which they  
compose music and assist 
other pupils with their  
compositions.

• take GCSE and A Level Music 
(Music Scholars joining in the 
Sixth Form must take A Level 
Music).

Music Scholars are expected to:

Assessment Requirements

• Interview with the  
Headmaster and the 
Director of Music.

• Performance on their 
instrument(s).

• Aural tests.
• Sight-reading exercise.
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Sport is a significant feature for every pupil during their time at St  
Edward’s and, for Sports Scholars, there will be a greater opportunity to 
use their sporting expertise, competing individually and as part of a team 
to represent the School. We aim for our Sports Scholars to be stretched 
and challenged both physically and intellectually.

The Sports Department is committed to ensuring that every Sports  
Scholar is provided with ample opportunities to hone and practise their 
athletic skills and abilities. With many specialist teachers on hand to  
monitor and support progress, we have the highest expectations of our 
Scholars. Many of our existing Scholars perform at district, county,  
regional and national level in a wide variety of sports.

See page 14 for details of The St Edward’s Excellence Programme and 
Scholars (STEPS) - an exciting programme, designed for Sports Scholars 
and those gifted in sport.

Sports Scholarships
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Assessment Requirements
• Interview with the  

Headmaster and the  
Director of Sport. A portfolio 
of past achievements  
would be useful to view  
at this interview.

• Year 7 Sports Scholarship 
candidates are assessed in 
the following sports: 
Girls:  Hockey, Netball  
 & Swimming.  
Boys:  Rugby, Football,   
 Hockey & Swimming.  

  
Candidates should bring  
appropriate kit for each  
activity including shin pads 
and a gum shield.

• Sports Scholarships for Year 
12 are practically assessed 
on an individual basis in a 
sport of their choice. The 
time and venue is agreed 
with the Director of Sport on 
receipt of their application.

• act as an ambassador for the 
School at all times.

• act as a role model for their 
peers and younger pupils on 
and off the sports field.

• maintain a high level of  
performance and be committed 
to training opportunities.

• represent the School in a  
number of sports and commit 
to a minimum of 70% of school 
fixtures per term.

• assist with younger Sports 
Clubs and sporting events.

• take GCSE and A Level in  
Sports Science.

Sports Scholars are expected to:
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The St Edward’s Excellence  
Programme and Scholars (STEPS) 
is an exciting programme, designed 
for Sports Scholars and those 
gifted in sport, with opportunities 
and specialist advice. 

Our aim is to guide and nurture 
our talented pupils as they balance 
their sporting life with their  
academic studies.

The STEPS programme is integral 
in supporting the development  
of our most talented sporting  
pupils. The programme is designed 
to stretch and challenge our  
elite performers, in both their 
physical performance and in their 
tactical play.

Pupils are either identified as  
gifted by the Physical Education  
Department and invited to join the 
STEPS programme, or have been 
awarded a Sports Scholarship.

The STEPS programme enables 
those selected to take part in  
Masterclass clinics in a range of 
activities led by specialist coaches. 
These clinics focus on advance 
skills and tactics designed to 
stretch the performer, and  
ultimately improve their  
effectiveness in competition. 

The STEPS programme provides 
weekly access to our in-house 
Personal Trainer in our fitness gym, 
where sessions can be catered  
specifically to the performer’s  
individual fitness goals. Pupils are 
also provided with sport-specific 
fitness plans, which challenge and 
guide the performer, when working 
in the fitness gym.

It is the expectation of all those on 
the STEPS programme to be fully 
committed to a variety of school 
sport fixtures, to lead by example, 
to be focused on their performance 
and fitness goals, and to maintain a 
high level of performance.

The STEPS programme not only 
recognises a pupil’s ability but will 
also support them as young  
athletes. We aim to provide advice, 
which allows them to set goals and 
promote a desire to achieve, so that 
we can develop the whole athlete.

STEPS
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All candidates wishing to be considered for a Scholarship must complete 
the appropriate Scholarship Application Form which can be downloaded 
from our webste www.stedwards.co.uk/admissions/scholarships 

Please note: external candidates must first complete a Registration 
Form for application for general entry to the School and fulfill the 
School’s admissions criteria.

Following receipt of a completed Scholarship application form, potential 
Scholars will be invited for a formal assessment and interview with the 
Headmaster and the relevant Department staff (see page 16 for  
the relevant dates for 2021 entry).

Conditions of a Scholarship Award

All Scholarships require the pupil to continue to meet the expected  
standard. Scholars will have a half termly review to discuss the  
insights gained and the experience provided by participation in the  
Scholarship Programme. 

At the end of each term Scholars will meet with the Headmaster to  
review their experience of the Programme. This meeting will help to  
ensure that each individual Scholar is gaining as much as possible from 
the opportunities available to them, whilst also making sure that they too 
are making a valued contribution to the life of the School.

A pupil can hold only one Scholarship financial award in Years 7 to 13. 
However, they can apply to be a Scholar in more than one area. If  
successful, they can only receive one financial award which will be set  
at the value for the Key Stage.

How to Apply
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Scholarships - Key Dates for 2021 Entry

Thursday   Sixth Form Information Evening. 
8th October

Friday    Year 7 and Sixth Form Scholarships  
6th November  application deadline.

Monday 16th -   Year 7 and Sixth Form Scholarship Assessments will 
Friday 27th   take place during this period. Dates for the various  
November  subject areas will be provided to candidates.  
   (See below for details of the date of the Academic  
   Scholarship assessment).

Saturday  Year 7 Entrance Examinations  
21st November (All Year 7 Scholarship applicants will be required to    
   take the general entrance examination for entry to St Edward’s.)

   Sixth Form Academic Scholarship  
   Assessment Morning.

Further Information
Please contact our Admissions Manager, Anthea Dufour, if you 
have any queries about Scholarships, or if you would like to 
submit an application for your son or daughter:

Telephone: 01242 388034 
Email: senioradmissions@stedwards.co.uk 

St Edward’s Senior & Sixth Form 
Cirencester Road, Charlton Kings,
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
GL53 8EY

Reg Charity No.: 293360
September 2020


