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31st August 2018 
FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 
 
 
Dear Parents,  

 

As we the summer holiday draws to a close, I thought I would write to update you on how our Year 

11 and Year 13 students performed in their Public Examinations and also to inform you of the new 

staff who will be joining St Edward’s in September.  

 

I do hope you have had an enjoyable summer with your families and made the most of the glorious 

weather that has bathed the UK this year; long may it continue!  I am sure your children are 

probably keen to return to School although I am sure they are unlikely to say so.  We look forward 

to welcoming our largest Year 7 cohort in years as well as our other new pupils who are joining the 

School in other Year groups.  No doubt they are feeling a little nervous, which is perfectly 

understandable.  They will however, soon settle in and I am confident their peers will make them 

feel very welcome.  The Heads of Year are ready with a ‘buddy’ for the children joining in Year 

groups other than Year 7.  Our new Year 7 pupils will have a team of very experienced staff and 

sixth formers on hand to make sure they are inducted well into the school routines.    

 

We were delighted with the A Level results this year and pleased that we are continuing our 

upward trend.  Almost half the cohort achieved at least one or more A*/A grades among their 

subjects and two thirds achieved two or more.  There were many outstanding performances from 

students of all abilities and we are very proud of their individual successes.  We wish them all 

success as they embark upon their Higher Education and next steps.  

 

GCSE results, which this year were a mixture of the new levels (1 to 9) and grades in legacy 

subjects were equally pleasing. Louis Gardner, Zeynep Koseoglu, Jakub Kubinak, James Sykes 

and Jack Wright were outstanding as they all achieved ten or more passes at grades A*/A and 

level 7 and above.  There were many impressive individual performances from students of all 

abilities and we are delighted with their achievements overall.    

 

As one pupil commented on Results Day ‘hard work really does pay off’ and it is always a pleasure 

for staff to share in the joy as pupils get the results they deserve.  Subject teachers should 

be congratulated as they have been hugely supportive.  They have helped pupils to ‘believe’; 

promoted the ‘strive’ and encouraged the ‘achieve’!       The growth mindset shows us that success 

is attainable with the right attitude and work ethic.  Our close monitoring of pupil progress and early 

intervention strategies have certainly been beneficial in helping achievement.       
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We now look forward to a new academic year, which is always a very exciting time as the School 

comes to life again after the summer break.  We need all pupils to have high expectations and start 

as they mean to continue.  It is important to establish good working routines early in the term.   It 

will be a demanding year for the new Years 11 and 13, who have little over two terms before their 

examinations commence.  Those in the younger years also need to be determined to build strong 

foundations for future success.     

 

To this end, we wish to work in close partnership with parents and continue to improve further our 

communications. Therefore, please try to attend the relevant Information Evenings held within the 

first few weeks of term.  These evenings will provide specific information regarding the 

curriculum, outline our academic expectations as well as providing details about trips, sports teams 

and the extra-curricular opportunities and pastoral matters.  The evenings are all listed in the 

Academic Calendar.      

 

There has been significant activity on site throughout the summer holiday with a number of areas 

refurbished.  Most notably in the Swimming Pool area with major refurbishment of the Female 

Changing Room and foyer area, as well as some work on the Male Changing Room.  Some of this 

work will continue into the term, but we will aim to keep disruption to a minimum.  The Bursary 

Department has moved and is now located at the Prep School in the Manor House.  Our support 

staff have done an excellent job throughout the summer holiday in ensuring the School is looking 

at its best for the start of the new school year and I am very grateful to them for their hard work.    

 

We welcome several new members of staff to St Edward’s at the start of the term.  Mr Tom Preece 

Smith joins as Head of Classics, Mrs Elizabeth Hammond joins the Science Department as a 

Physics teacher and Mrs Leila Holby joins the Mathematics Department.  Miss Georgie Dowling is 

our new Art Technician and Mrs Margaret Lushington is joining the Art Department on a short-term 

basis until half term when Mrs Fraser-Tucker returns from maternity leave.  Mrs Emma Gilder will 

become a member of the Individual Learning Department as a teaching assistant.  Miss Katie Paul 

has joined the Admissions and Marketing Team and will be assisting Mrs Anthea Dufour.  We wish 

them all success and happiness in their new roles at St Edward’s, and hope they will soon feel very 

much part of our school community.  

 

We look forward to seeing all our students looking smart for the new school year.  Thank you to our 

current parents who have purchased new items of uniform for your children.  Girls’ skirts in some of 

the older years were looking rather short at the end of the summer term, so I hope that the holiday 

period has enabled hems to be let down or slightly larger skirts to be purchased!  Please can I 

remind parents of our uniform regulations which extend to hair and make-up as well.  Students in 

Years 7 to 11 should not wear any make-up and their hair should be neatly brushed.  Girls in the 

Main School should have their hair tied back at all times.  Skirts must be knee length for girls in 
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Years 7 to 11 and boys must have the top button of their shirts done up at all 

times.  Those students who take Art must ensure they wear the appropriate aprons to protect their 

uniforms.  We want to keep all students looking smart and see them take a pride in their 

appearance and in wearing their uniform.  The benefits of looking and feeling smart extend to the 

classroom and supports a positive academic focus.   

 

The CCF had an incredibly successful Summer Camp again this year and, to finish a brilliant week 

of activities, they won the accolade of best School Contingent; for the second year running, so well 

done to them.  SSgt Keylock has been accompanying the Silver and Gold DofE 

expeditions throughout the summer holiday and all trips have been a great success.     

 

I look forward to meeting you during the course of the year either on the Sports Field or at one of 

our many school functions.      

  

With best wishes, 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Pat Clayfield 

 
 

 

 


